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IVF - WHY ALL THE FUSS?

- T. V. Daly, S.J.

-

A.  PREVENTION OF INFERTILITY

IVF is proposed and commended as a treatment for infertility. It
is a new technique that could also be used in many other ways and for
many other purposes. These could possibly take prominence over the
treatment of infertility.

- A test of disinterestedness is whether other means of treatment are
promoted. And especially whether available means of prevention are ex-
ploited. The first recommendation of the Waller Committee was that:

""the Government should institute a campaign of public
education on the nature, causes and treatment of infer-
tility (Interim Report, September 1982, 5.10.1).

In the text of its Report the Committee had developed this idea more
fully:

"Some of the problems encountered by infertile couples stem in
part from community ignorance concerning the extent and nature of
infertility. The Committee has therefore decided that provision
should be made for appropriate forms of education in secondary
schools and in other suitable contexts, including the media, with
the aim of increasing awareness and the understanding of infer-
tility in the Victorian community. This should include
information about the causes of infertility, about methods to
prevent its occurrence, about treatments which may be available,
about adoption, and about marriage without children. The
Committee has been impressed by the work done and the publications
produced on this subject by the Institute of Family Studies and
the Citizens Welfare Service of Victoria."

How much has been done since then? How much is known of the extent
to which infertility has been due to

- Voluntary sterilization

- Hormonal treatments

- Pelvic Inflammatory disease, accentuated
by multiple partners?

What sort of action could lessen the affliction of 1nfert111ty insofar
as it is due to such causes?

B.  THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON IVF

One of the tasks of the Church is to encourage people to apply human
reason assiduously to the new issues that arise out of new situations and
new knowledge. IVF is a clear instance of such a need.
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But the Church also has its own resources as custodian of the
revelation in which God has chosen to communicate himself and the
eternal decisions of His will to mankind. This revelation is not con-
fined to "those divine treasures. which totally transcend the under-
standing of the human mind" (DV.6), but, as the Second Vatican Council
teaches"

"it is through his revelation 'that those religious truths which
are by their nature accessible to human reason can be known by
all men with ease, with solid certitude, and with no trace of
error, even in the present state of the human race'." (Dv.6,
quoting Vatican I, '"Dei Filius", Chapter 2).

So there are issues that are important for humanity which could of
themselves be resolved by human reason but in which we can be helped by
divine revelation.  And this revelation is found by the Church by
reflecting, in the light of the new question, on its sacred books and
also on its own past decisions and the life of its members insofar as
they have attempted seriously to embody the good news contained in that
revelation.

With regard to marriage, the Church has often taught, in various
ways, that the procreative and unitive functions of sex have to be so
integrated with each other that neither is positively excluded in any
sexual act that we choose to perform. The Church has normally not
taught, however, that sexual intercourse is a third element, along with
these other two, that equally must not be excluded when the goals of
procreation or marital intimacy are being sought.

The relevant passages are nevertheless clearly in a context that
presupposes sexual intercourse, so there is a good case that it can be
taken from its hiding place in the context and expressed explicitly as
a third requirement - once the question about it has arisen. If so,
we can go on (as I am about to do in my next section) to ask whether
this third requirement makes sense philosophically.

Rather surprisingly, we find that the doctrinal document,
Humanae Vitae, which is concerned with the unitive and procreative
aspects of sex, also, in its theological reflection, stresses the sexual
aspect of procreation and union:

Conjugal love... is first of all fully human, that is to say,
of the senses and of the spirit at the same time (HV.9).

This is recalled in an important passage in the 1981 document:

"Love between husband and wife must be fully human, exclusive,
and open to new life (Hv.1l,cf. 9,12)(Familiaris Consortio, 29).
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IN VITRO FERTILIZATION AS PROCREATION WITHOUT SEXUAL UNION

Some points for discussion at seminar. - T. V. Daly, S.J.

1. A refusal to become involved is one way of failing in love for
my meighbour.

2. A person is an individual substance of an intellectual nature.
Each person has a principle of unity, uniting all his parts and
functions, and thus separating him from every other person.

3. Each human person is distinguished from every other one by the

10.

11.

12.

13.

matter he possesses as his body at any instant, even though matter
is continually being assimilated or eliminated.

Each person, at the moment of origin, possesses matter that has
belonged to another person or persons (normally his natural mother
and father, though even in such cases as parthenogenesis, cloning
and twinning, this point would apply).

Thus each child has an identifiable historical link with his
parents, and each parent has an identifiable hlstorlcal link with
his child.

Each parent has a duty to establish an emotional and responsible
bond with his child and with the other parent of this child. '

Each child has a right that this bond should have been expressed
between his parents and with himself in an identifiable act of
intercourse or in one of an identifiable series of acts of inter-
course.

He has the right to be the fruit of a material and human act of
love.

Ejaculation of sperm is a free human action that involves
responsibility.

. Ovulation does not involve any such human action. The ovum reaches

the place appropriate for conception without any choice on the part
of the mother, and generally without her knowledge (though a woman
can know, by mucus symptoms, that she is about to ovulate and is now
fertile).

The sperm reaches the place appropriate for conception as a result
of a free choice by both husband and wife acting together (or as a
result of a free choice by one of them, together with an exercise
of power over the other). This is normally the single free and
responsible human action involved in the procreation of a particular
child.

Through this act of intercourse the mother and father become involved
with the child - materially, emotionally, intelligently and morally.

An intervention which helps this act of intercourse to be procreative
is morally acceptable.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

To obtain sperm for fertilization other than through intercourse
would be wrongfully excluding the identifiable human origin of
the resulting child.

Is intercourse in fact possible within the IVF programme?

(After the collection of the ovum by laparoscopy the mother is
coming out of anaesthesia. Would she be ready for intercourse
sufficiently soon? Or could the sperm be collected from inter-
course before the laparoscopy and preserved, by freezing if
necessary?)

To assist the ovum to reach the appropriate place for fertilization

by artificial means would seem to be good and unobjectionable.

This is not replacing or disrupting the act of love.

(But is it medically possible? Could an ovum - or many - be placed

in the uterus? If so, could it mature so as to be ready when fertilized for

" implantation? If so, could it then actually implant ?)

Does such legitimate assistance extend to fertilization outside
the mother's body (granted that the resultant embryo can be replaced
in the womb with a strong possibility of embedding and growing to
maturity)?

Further considerations

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

A parent who denies a child the knowledge of his historical origin
is refusing to become involved, and is doing an injustice to that
child.

Society should insist on a child's right to such knowledge.

Nevertheless, society may tolerate the waiving of this right in a
case where a mother carrying a foetus is inclined to terminate the
life of her foetus unless she is guaranteed anonymity.

Since an abortion could not legally be performed without the co-
operation of the mother, the giving of a similar guarantee to the
father would not seem to be necessary.

No such anonymity should be allowed the donor or sperm or of an
ovum.  Such donors should be required to make an undertaking not
to request anonymity and not to request an abortion of the termina-
tion of the life of an embryo originating from their sperm or ovum.

It should be an offence:

(a) to preserve sperm not clearly labelled with its donor's
identity;

(b) to fertilize a human ovum with non-human sperm or to use human
sperm to fertilize a non-human ovum;

(c) to fertilize a human ovum without making and keeping a record of
the full identity of the woman who produced that ovum and of the
man who produced the fertilizing sperm;

(d) to destroy such records before three years have elapsed since
the death of the resulting embryo, foetus, child, or adult.
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IVF - WHY ALL THE FUSS?

- T. V. Daly, S.J,

-
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